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INTRODUCTION    
                                                                                                                      

 
International Funders for Indigenous Peoples is celebrating its 10th anniversary and will take this 

opportunity at this conference in ñCelebrating 10 years of Growing Indigenous Philanthropy.ò With 

ten years of experience, networking, and credibility behind us, we are poised to advance Indigenous 

philanthropy into a new age of awareness and interest in our important cause.   This anniversary marks a 

new starting point to ensure IFIPôs viability well into the future by building our capacity to meet the 

increasing demands of our day, by reinvigorating our base of donors, and by attracting, educating, and 

connecting new members to Indigenous causes around the world. We are looking forward to having you 

join us in this journey of the Next Decade of Indigenous Philanthropy. 

 

IFIP is a recognized affinity group of the Council on Foundations and is the only affinity group based 

on a native reservation, the Mohawk territories in Akwesasne, straddled in between two countries, US 

and Canada. IFIP is dedicated to assembling international grantmakers in support of Indigenous 

philanthropies and fostering funding partnerships to improve the lives of Indigenous people globally 

IFIP accomplishes this by increasing knowledge and understanding of the unique issues faced by 

Indigenous Peoples by facilitating dialog among its grantmaking members and between that 

membership and Indigenous communities. The Annual IFIP Conference is the largest vehicle bringing 

grantmakers and Indigenous communities together for meaningful dialog and respectful interaction. 

 

CONFERENCE OVERVIEW  

 

IFIPôs 2010 Conference will explore emerging trends in Indigenous Philanthropy, with a focus on 

coalition-building  to enhance donorsô effectiveness, increase granteesô capacity, and ensure program 

sustainability.   

 

 More than 150 participants will gather at IFIPôs 2010 Conference in beautiful Tofino, Vancouver 

Island, British Columbia to share and learn from each other. Our main conference sessions will be held 

at Tin-Wis Resort, owned by the Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations.  The conferenceðBuilding and 

Sustaining Coalitions: Finding Common Ground for Education, Environment and Human Rights 

Advocacyðwill draw donors and grantmakers from throughout the U.S. and Canada, and Indigenous 

participants from around the world. Tla-o-qui-aht, a Nuu-chah-nulth peoples will greet IFIP with 

traditional blessings in hand carved canoes. The 

conference also features ñMeet the Author,ò and 

ñMeet the Artistò events and film screenings, a Tla-o-

qui-aht-hosted traditional salmon dinner, and a 

special celebration in honor of IFIPôs 10th birthday.  

 

Post-site visits include the opportunity to explore the 

regionôs exquisite beauty and rich biological and 

cultural diversity with members of the International 

Society of Ethnobiology; or attend the May 18th 

meeting of Mission Related Investment (MRI) 

conducted by Confluence Philanthropy.                         Photo by John Forde Courtesy of The Whale Centre 

                                                                                                              tofinowhalecentre.com 
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TOFINO, VANCOUVER ISLAND  

 

IFIP is excited to hold our 9th annual conference in Tofino, Vancouver Island.  This temperate coastal 

region of British Columbia has unparalleled beauty, rich biological diversity, and a vibrant culture of 

Indigenous Peoples.  

In selecting this locale, IFIP first and foremost recognizes the advances that First Nations in Canada 

have made.  We wish to stand with them to influence the Canadian government to support the United 

Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).  Canada is one of only 3 nations 

(along with the U.S. and New Zealand) that have voted against this declaration on Indigenous rights. 

Secondly, IFIP recognizes the sovereignty of traditional territories of coastal First Nations and 

recognizes that its victories are a model for other Indigenous communities to replicate.  By holding our 

conference in Tofino, we hope to inspire support for similar efforts in Canada, and elsewhere in the 

world. Finally, in the spirit of collaboration, we are delighted to be working and building relations with 

the International Society of Ethnobiology (ISE) to experience and learn about this beautiful part of the 

world with their coalition of scientists, academics, and First Nations people. ISE has prepared excellent 

background information on the region and has graciously allowed IFIP to include their research and 

documentation in these and other conference materials. 

 

OUR SPONSORS 

 

The Christensen Fund, Kalliopeia Foundation, The Mailman Foundation, Garfield 

Foundation, Grassroots International, Ford Foundation 

Mitsubishi Corporation Foundation for the Americas, Walter and Duncan Gordon 

Foundation, SEEDS for Communities, Kenny Family Foundation, Tides Canada 

The Ocean Foundation 

 

OUR CONFERENCE STAFF 

 
Special thanks to all those that helped with the organizing and volunteering: 

 

Kyrie Ransom, Laurie Rubin, Eileen Floody, Ramona Cornell, Tami Snyder, Alejandra Ruiz, 

Angela Sevin, Yumi Sera, Teri  Hansen, Sam Moskwa, Cintra Agee, Heather Leach, Erin  Smith 

Kanahus Paltki, April Ingham  

Spanish Translators: Armando Medinaceli, Miguel Alexiades, Emily Goldman 
Photo Credits: Evelyn Arce, A ngela Sevin, James Stauch, Sacred Land Film Project 

Best Western Tin Wis Resort, Gleb Raygorodetsky, Tofino Fishing, ISE 

 
(Please forgive us for names not listed) 
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Welcome Letter  
 

 

Dear Friends,   

                                                  

The International Funders for Indigenous Peoples board and our planning committee members warmly 

welcome you to IFIPôs 9th Annual Conference. Our theme this year is ñBuilding and Sustaining 

Coalitions: Finding Common Ground for Education, Environment and Human Rights Advocacy.ò 

We honor and thank you for traveling to share this unique experience with us.   

 

This yearôs prestigious Annual IFIP Awards Celebration will honor The Sidney Myer Fund and The 

Myer Foundation in recognition of their outstanding progress in improving Indigenous education and 

well-being and their support for better natural resource management in Australia. 

 

We have sessions on UNDRIP in Policy and Funding Decision-making, Building Indigenous and 

Environmental Partnerships, The Digital Divide, Education and Language Preservation; Remembering 

Our Past, Reclaiming Our Futureðand a host of others. 

 

IFIP is known for catalyzing thoughtful and engaged collaborations among participants. This year, IFIP 

coordinated its meeting to run just after the International Congress of Ethnobiology in Tofino. In 

choosing this locale, IFIP recognizes advances made by First Nations in Canada that serve as models to 

inspire other Indigenous Peoples around the world.  

 

We also wish to add our voice of encouragement to the Canadian government to adopt UNDRIP: the 

UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, adopted by the UN General Assembly in 

September 2007 by 144 countries. It is the most comprehensive and advanced set of international 

instruments dealing with Indigenous Peoplesô human rights. Only Canada and the US have yet to ratify 

and approve it. 

 

We are looking forward to growing and learning with you for the next generations. If IFIP staff and 

volunteers can be of assistance to you during this gathering, please do not hesitate to ask.                  

Thank you for joining us!   
 

Respectfully,  

 

The IFIP Board  
&  

 Planning Committee  Members 
  

 

 

http://www.ethnobiology.net/
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Planning Committee 

 
 

IFIP thanks these devoted members for their guidance and expertise: 
 

Co-Chairs:  
 
¶ Gary Martin, Executive Director, Global Diversity Foundation  
¶ Timothy R. Dykman, Co-Director, Ocean Revolution, A Project of the Ocean Foundation  
¶ Susan Balbas, Executive Director, Tierra Madre Fund 
 
Committee Members:  
 
¶ Lilian Autler, Institutional Giving Coordinator, Grassroots International 

¶ Meaghan Calcari, Program Officer, Betty and Gordon Moore Foundation 

¶ Cliff Fregin, CEO, New Relationship Trust 

¶ Marion Gracey, President, The Muttart Foundation 

¶ Anne Henshaw, Ph.D. Program Officer, Oak Foundation 

¶ James Stauch, Vice President, Walter and Duncan Gordon Foundation and IFIP Board 

Member 

¶ Scott Rehmus, CEO and Neil Philcox, Director of Projects, Coast Opportunity Funds 

¶ Ross McMillan, Executive Director, Tides Canada Foundation 

¶ Elena Moreno, Executive Director, Circulos 

¶ Paul Kenny, Kenny Family Foundation  

¶ Susan Smitten, Communications Director, RAVEN      
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Photo by John Forde Courtesy of The Whale Centre 

 tofinowhalecentre.com 

 

 

 

Conference Requests, Considerations & Information 

 
 

We would appreciate it if we all could allow tradition holders, elders and those with special needs to 

come in to any line first, especially for meals, transport or use of bathrooms.  

 

Please be on time for our group meetings and discussion circles. It is important that these meetings be 

started on time.  During breaks we will be ringing a bell to announce the end of the break. 

 

The program schedule is just a structure to initiate conversations and build connections. Please take 

care of yourself. Take the time you need to rest or to make new friends and if this happens during a 

scheduled program time, that is fine.  

 

As we have gathered this week to be together, and to learn from and get to know one another, we 

would appreciate your staying on site.  

 

To encourage thoughtfulness, depth and respect in our interactions during group discussion times 

throughout the gathering we invite you to: 

¶ feel free to ask any question- all questions are welcome and are often the best forum for 

initiating dialogue 

¶ let us know if you need any assistance for your comfort 

¶ share honestly, from your personal experience 

¶ listen first and then speak succinctly, so that others might also have a chance to speak or share 

 

For your convenience we have included in this conference Guide: 

¶ Session information and Schedules 

¶ Speaker and Panel Members Biographies and Organizational Information 

¶ A Map of Tofino and surrounding area (on the back of the program booklet) 

¶ A Guide to restaurants and local points of interest (near back of the program booklet) 
 

Kyrie Ransom is the point person for logistical and operations questions during the conference.  If you 

have questions or concerns, please speak with her, her cell is 1-613-551-3328. She will be available 

during our sessions and meals. We have posted a ósuggestion boxô in the large conference center. 

Please feel free to use it! 

 

NO SOLICITATION POLICY  
IFIPôs conference is intended as a safe space for grantmakers to engage in learning and networking 

without fear of being "hit-up" for funding. A strict "no solicitation"  rule is enforced during the 

conference. Also refrain from mass mailing conference participants, we ask that you be respectful. 

We thank you for being mindful of these requests and considerations, and we wish you all a 

stimulating and enjoyable few days together at Tin-Wis Resort. 

The IFIP Staff 
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CONVERGENT TRACKS  

 

The convergence of environmental, economic, and social crises around the world is leading to more 

holistic thinking about the interrelatedness of complex issues.  In philanthropy, there is significant 

benefit to looking beyond segmentation of issues, program areas, and geographic designations.  In so 

doing, we begin to explore how human rights are synonymous with environmental issues; justice is 

related to health and education; and local food sovereignty is on par with the cultural impacts of 

globalization.  

 

We encourage session presenters and conference participants to look for opportunities to weave 

together seemingly separate and unrelated issues and geographic territories to consider ways in which 

funding coalitions and partnerships can be leveraged to support more Indigenous Peoples and their 

projects in more places.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRACK 1:  TRANSFORMATIVE EDUCATION  

 

This track will examine ways to advance the aspirations and educational rights of Indigenous Peoples, 

including the transmission of spiritual beliefs, culture, ways of being, identity with place, and 

language.   

 

Within our lifetimes, the voices, wisdom, stories, and dreams of many of the world's Indigenous 

Peoples will be silenced forever, as the transmission of culture between generations is severed.  With 

the loss of thousands of languages, dances, tribal arts, and traditional practices, humanity loses cultural 

diversity, along with the eldersô deep knowledge of ecosystems, properties of plant-life, and models for 

adaptive and sustainable living in myriad habitats of the planet. At the same time, Indigenous Peoples 

are engaged in contemporary efforts to decolonise their minds by questioning Western education and 

formal religion, to regenerate languages and cultural traditions, and to hybridise local and newly 

acquired beliefs.  These trends are all testimony to the resilience of Indigenous knowledge systems in 

the face of global change. 

  

Conference sessions may demonstrate methods to accelerate the conveyance of Indigenous 

epistemology (ways of knowing, education, philosophy, and research); protect and enhance Indigenous 

spiritual beliefs, governance, culture and languages; advance the social, economic, and political status 

of Indigenous Peoples; transmission of knowledge from elder to youth and contribute to the well-being 

of Indigenous communities through access to higher education. 
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TRACK 2:  ENVIRONMENT  

This track will explore the ways to support Indigenous communities in their  long standing stewardship 

practices as well as their efforts to cope with political and economic challenges their communities face 

in maintaining  sustainable livelihoods, health, spirituality, food security, and sovereignty. 

Indigenous Peoples are carrying a double burden of environmental issues: they are on the front lines of 

the climate crisis, bearing the immediate consequences of flooding, drought, and disruptions to their 

rhythmic relationships with nature.  And, while 80% of the remaining bio-diversity regions on earth 

are on Indigenous territories, Indigenous Peoples capacity to sustainably manage natural lands is being 

undermined by governments and powerful interests that would deny Indigenous Peopleôs their land 

and resource rights in order to siphon off anticipated revenues generated by carbon sequestration and 

mitigation schemes.  

 

Sessions may explore Indigenous Peoplesô role at COP 15; their knowledge and adaptation to climate 

change; participation in the International Year of Biodiversity (2010) and preparations for COP 10 of 

the CBD; Indigenous views regarding REDD; Mining, forestry, and petroleum extraction on 

Indigenous lands; Species extinction and conservation; Toxic contamination and consequences; 

Maritime issues, fisheries, spawning grounds, and aquacultures; Bio-cultural rights and bio-

prospecting; Eco-tourism. 

 
TRACK 3:  HUMAN RIGHTS ADVOCACY  

 

This track examines ways to support Indigenous communities that are mobilizing to protect ancestral 

territories, defend livelihoods, and safeguard human rights.  Central to this track will be the 

understanding of provisions of the UN Declaration of Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and 

ways to apply its principles in funding decisions.  

 

With a combined population of 370 million spread across six continents, the totality of diverse 

Indigenous Peoples make up the worldôs largest minority.   Despite landmark advances in land claim 

settlements and reparations, Indigenous Peoples still face enormous obstacles to asserting their human 

rights.  There are legal barriers to Indigenous Peoples who seek to protect their unique cultures and 

languages, or make claims to protect their territories.  144 countries have adopted the UNDRIP (with 

notable exceptions of Canada, US, New Zealand) yet its provisions lack the weight of a legally binding 

agreement. 

Conference sessions may include exploration of Indigenous autonomy as a political model of 

defending Indigenous rights and culture; Guiding principles of UNDRIP, such as rights to self 

determination and the ñFree, prior, and informed consentò provision; land rights; impact of 

displacement; food sovereignty; health; constitutional guarantees; legislation; conservation; bio-

cultural rights, bio-prospecting; and Indigenous sovereignty. 
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TRACK 1:  TRANSFORMATIVE EDUCATION                                                    

SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2010 

 
11:00 am -  

12:30 pm 

 

Remembering Our Past, Reclaiming Our Future:         

Innovative Ways Of Integrating Traditional 

Knowledge And Practices With Present-Day 

Community Engagement 
In our rush to protect biodiversity hotspots and build 

resilience to climate change, we can easily overlook the loss 

of traditional spaces and customs for the precious inter-

generational transfer of wisdom and traditional ecological 

knowledge. An emerging array of innovative educational 

methods create space for reflection and dialogue in which 

participants can draw on indigenous knowledge, practices 

and beliefs to meet current challenges facing their 

communities. They also help ensure the transmission of this 

cultural wealth to future generations, by involving youth and 

reviving cultural elements, such as language and stories. 

This workshop will explore examples from Latin American 

and Africa, including the dynamic use of bio-cultural 

celebrations in schools, rites of passage, spiritual practices 

and community dialogues. We will learn about north-south 

partnership that integrates innovative arts-based methods 

with indigenous traditions to help rural Mayan communities 

in Guatemala move toward greater well-being and self-

determination. Speakers from Amazon and Kenya will share 

their experiences and the intergenerational processes at the 

heart of their work. We will engage in a discussion of how 

donors can respond more effectively to these challenges and 

opportunities and help build coalitions for transformative 

education. 

 

CO-FACILITATORS : 
 

SULEMANA   ABUDULAI ,     

Gaia Foundation (UK) 

and 

JESSICA BROWN, 

New England Biolabs Foundation 

(US) 

PANELISTS: 
ANANK NUNINK NUNKAI, 

Traditional Shuar Uwishin from the 

Ecuadorian Amazon Rainforest 

GATHURU MBURUM,  

Institute for Culture and Ecology 

(Kenya) 

EZEQUIEL TOT,  

Fundenor AQôABôAL 

(Guatemala) 

CLARE DOWD,  

ArtCorps (USA) 

 

 
2:00pm - 

3:30pm 

 

Indigenous Scholarship:                                                            

Creating A Dedicated Fund For Higher Education 
 

Talented colleagues from Indigenous communities are 

looking for opportunities to expand their formal training. An 

educational focus on biocultural diversity, democratic 

process and global citizenry would enable Indigenous 

students to meet the challenges facing their communities, 

rather than alienating them from their ancestry. The current 

enrolment and drop-out rate of Indigenous students in 

various institutions suggests funding, logistical support and 

mentoring support are still lacking. In an interactive round-

table session, we will explore how grant-makers and NGOs 

can reverse this state of affairs by removing significant 

hurdles to the success of Indigenous Scholarship. 

      FACILITATOR :          

 

GARY MARTIN,                 
Global Diversity Foundation (UK) 

PANELISTS: 

 

NANCY TURNER,  
Professor University of Victoria 

DR. OCTAVIANA TRUJILLO , 
Professor, Northern Arizona Univ. 

 

LINDA DIFFERENT CLOUD, 
Ethnobotanist, Lakota/ Catawba 

SAMUEL ARAIZA,              
Executive Director,  Fundación 

Tarahumara José A. Llaguno, A.B.P. 
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TRACK 1:  TRANSFORMATIVE EDUCATION                                                     

SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2010 

 

 

 
10:30am - 

12:00pm 
 

 

 

The Digital Divide:                                                                

Unlocking Innovative Access To Gain Ground On 

Culture, Education And Language Preservation 

And Promotion 
 

Explore the exciting rise of community portals and internet tools 

unlocking innovative channels for communication among 

Indigenous Peoples around the world. Rapidly changing technical 

capabilities globally can enhance the preservation and promotion of 

cultures and languages, while developing increased educational 

opportunities, improved livelihoods and empowerment. How can we 

diminish the digital divide through grant-making that sustains 

indigenous peoples and ensures that their languages and cultures 

forms a vibrant, living part of our future? Come and discuss 

partnership projects of the First Peoplesô Cultural Foundation, 

FirstVoices and Living Cultural Storybases implemented in British 

Columbia, Africa, Latin America, Central Asia and South Pacific. 

Initiatives include creating participatory media hubs and community 

radio, linking tangible and intangible cultural heritage using digital 

technology, developing education programs to maintain oral 

traditions, cultural healing and language promotion programs, and 

creating economic opportunities such as tourism. 

FACILITATOR:  

  

GLEB RAYGORODETSKY ,            

The Christensen Fund 

PANELISTS: 

 

PETER BRAND,  

Coordinator, FirstVoices 

DAN SMITH,                                

Vice President, First Peoplesô 

Cultural Foundation 

 

NICHOLAS VILLAUME,             

Living Cultural Storybasesô 

 

 

 

 

2:00 pm ï 

 

4:30 pm 

 

Building Sustainable Economies 

In First Nations Communities 
 

With limited business capacity and financial resources First 

Nation groups can have a difficult time developing and 

maintaining healthy economies within their communities. It 

takes strong leadership, sound business practices, and solid 

relationships and partnerships to overcome these challenges to 

realize success over the long-term. This session will discuss 

the challenges facing indigenous communities in depth and 

will give examples of how some communities have triumphed 

over obstacles and created successful ventures, which in turn 

have led to healthier communities. This session will also 

demonstrate a coordinated grassroots approach to building 

capacity and how partnerships between communities, funders 

and educational institutions are the solution. 

FACILITATOR:  
 

TIM DY KMAN ,  
Ocean Revolution 

 

PANELISTS: 

OCTAVIANA V. TRUJILLO , 

Professor of Applied 

Indigenous Studies, Northern 

Arizona University 
DON TILLAPAUGH,     

Director of Centre for Shellfish 

Research 

DAVE MANNIX,                   

Coast Opportunity Fund 

 
ALBERTO MELL ADO, 

Comcaôac Native Aquaculture 

 
KOREN BEAR,                   

Centre for Shellfish Research 
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TRACK 2:  ENVIRONMENT                                                                                                      

SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2010 

 
 

11:00 am -  

12:30 pm 

 

 

 

From Conflict To Collaboration:                              

A New Model For Sustainability                                        

In The Great Bear Rainforest 
 

 

Canada's Great Bear Rainforest is one of the largest remaining 

coastal temperate rainforests on earth, and its rare ecosystem 

has been home to First Nations communities for millennia. 

Over the past few decades, the "Great Bear" has become a 

testing ground for competing interests trying to create new 

models of economic and ecological sustainability. It is a 

remarkable story of creative collaboration among indigenous 

people, environmentalists, philanthropy, forest companies, and 

government. Come listen to the leaders who helped to forge 

this watershed agreement.  

 

FACILITATOR:  
 

ROSS MCMIL LAN  

TidesCanada Foundation 

 

PANELISTS: 

 

ART STERRITT                 
Coastal First Nations,          

Great Bear Initiative 

 

MERREN SMITH ,                 

Forest Ethics 

 

 

 
2:00 pm - 

3:30 pm 

 

Building Indigenous And Environmental 

Partnerships: Community Voices From Russia  

And Canada  

     
         

 Indigenous leaders in the Arctic have partnered successfully 

with environmental groups as they deal with development 

activities from mining to oil and gas. Ekaterina Evseveva from 

Russia, Gladys Netro from the Gwichôin Nation, Ginger 

Gibson who has worked extensively in the Canadian Arctic, 

and Galina Angarova from Pacific Environment will bring you 

deep insight into their work on building effective coalitions 

and raising indigenous voices for land rights across the 

circumpolar north. This session will explore critical questions: 

How have they built trust and dialogue? What strategies for 

funding and collaboration work best? Whatôs next?  

FACILITATOR : 

 

RUTH RICHARDSON           
Co-Founder, Small Change 

Fund 

PANELISTS: 

EKATERINA EVSEE EVA , 

Director, Eyge Environmental 

Education Center 

 

GLADYS NETRO ,           

Advisor, Small Change Fund  

(Vuntut Gwichôin) 

 

GALINA ANGAROVA ,     

Pacific Environment 

 

GINGER GIBSON,     
University of British Columbia 
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TRACK 2:  ENVIRONM ENT 

SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2010 

 

 
10:30AM           

12:00 pm 

 

 

 

Fighting Albertaôs Tar Sands:  

A Cross-Engo, Cross-First Nations Collaboration 
 

Participants will learn about one of the largest collaborative 

efforts ever that is emerging between ENGOs and First 

Nations to slow the expansion and minimize the impacts of 

Albertaôs tar sands operations. First Nations and ENGOs will 

explain the collaborative lessons learned along the way, and 

how challenges became opportunities to work together in new 

ways.  Presenters will describe their campaign strategies and 

share lessons from past collaborations, good and bad, and how 

they are being applied to the current campaign. 

 

FACILITATOR:  

 

MICHAEL MARX,                    

Tar Sands Fund 

PANELISTS: 

 

TARA MARSDEN,                        

Executive Director,   

Headwaters Initiative 

JACK WOODWARD, 

Indigenous Rights Lawyer, 

Woodward & Company 

CHIEF AL LAMEMAN,   

Beaver Lake Cree Nation 

 

CLAYTON THOMAS -

MULLER, of the Mathais 

Colomb Cree Nation, IEN 

 

 
2:00 pm ï  

4:30 pm 

 

Dueling Designations:                                          

Supporting Official Recognition Of Indigenous 

Participation In Community Protected Areas               

And Sacred Natural Sites 

 
Efforts to implement designations such as World Heritage 

Sites, Biosphere Reserves and other forms of landscape 

protection have diversified in recent decades. After reviewing 

progress in recognizing diverse models of protected area 

management and governance, we will discuss the impact 

national and international designations have on local 

communitiesô interactions with and control over their 

environments. We will conclude with an interactive discussion 

on how grantmakers and NGOs can address opportunities and 

avoid pitfalls of protecting biocultural diversity by engaging 

with Indigenous and Community Conserved Areas (ICCAs), 

Sacred Natural Sites (SNS), Indigenous Biocultural Territories  

(IBCTs) and other innovative trends. We will explore how to 

link funding mechanisms for community conservation with 

national and international initiatives. This session will draw on 

the results of an intensive workshop, sessions and peer 

exchange on community conservation and the cultural and 

spiritual values of protected areas at the International Society 

of Ethnobiology Congress. 

FACILITATOR:  

 

GARY MARTIN ,                    

Global Diversity Foundation 

 

PANELISTS: 

 

JAMILI NAIS,                   

Deputy Director, Sabah Parks 

 

ELIS ENNS,                                

Political Scientist                   

(Tla-o-qui-aht) 

 

JESSICA BROWN,               

Executive Director, New 

England Biolabs Foundation 

 

BAS VERSCHUUREN,            

Project Coordinator, 

EarthCollectiveôs Cultural 

Values of Nature Initiative 
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TRACK 3 HUMAN RIGHTS                                                                  

SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2010 

 
11:00 am -  

12:30 pm 

 

From Local To Global:                                        

Implementing The U.N. Declaration On The Rights Of 

Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) In Policy And Funding 

Decision-Making; Including A Discussion Of The 

Impact Of UNDRIP On Reducing Emissions From 

Deforestation And Degradation (REDD) Related Policy 

Making On Indigenous Peoples 

 
We will present an overview of selected projects and campaigns to 

implement the UNDRIP ï from actions taken at local communities 

to international efforts of indigenous peoples and non-indigenous 

allies to include UNDRIP in UN Climate negotiations in 

Copenhagen and beyond including a discussion of the impacts of 

REDD (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation) 

on indigenous peoples.  Weôll hear first-hand reports from the 

International Peoples Summit on Climate Change that will have 

just taken place in Cochabamba, Bolivia.  

 

FACILITATOR:  

GLEB 

RAYGORODETSKY ,            

The Christensen Fund 

 

PANELISTS: 

HARRY JONAS,               

Natural Justice, South Africa 

JULIO CUSURICHI 

PALACIOS , Advisor,  

COINBAMAD (Consejo 

Indigena del Bajo            

Madre de Dios), Peru 

DR. MARJO VIERROS , 
United Nations University, AU 

CLAIRE 

GREENSFELDER,           

The Lia Fund 

Coordinator, Conversations 

with the Earth/Land Is Life 

 

 
2:00 pm - 

3:30 pm 

 

Establishing and Running  Effective Indigenous Trust 

Funds: Practical Challenges and Approaches 

 
 

Trust funds have long appealed to funders and indigenous leaders 

alike for their potential to provide dedicated, long-term support for 

conservation, culture, and other priorities in specific communities 

and/or places. However, establishing such fundsðespecially in 

ways that most benefit indigenous peoplesðhas proven difficult.  

Drawing on experience from three funds from around the globe, the 

speakers will provide practical answers to questions about creating, 

managing and governing effective trust funds, focusing particular 

attention on the roles of philanthropists and indigenous peoples. 

FACILITATOR:  

 

HENRIETTA MA RIE,     

The Christensen Fund 

 

PANELISTS: 

JIM WALKER  and          

LEAH  TALBOT ,          

Wungal Environment 

Foundation, Australia 

  

SANDRA PIERANTOZZI,  
Micronesia Conservation 

Trust 

DAVE MANNIX                     
and SCOTT REHMUS,      

Coast Opportunity Funds  

 


