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The International Funders for Indigenous Peoples (IFIP) has been organizing donors to
bring attention to the systemic gaps in resourcing Indigenous Women’s organizations.
IFIP not only has raised and acknowledged these gaps but has committed to addressing
the issue in collaboration, dialogue, and support of funding partners and grassroots
Indigenous Women’s organizations (IWOs) to sustain movements and achieve social
justice.

To ignite the crucial conversation on the funding landscape and gaps, IFIP created the
Indigenous Women Funders Working Group in 2018, the first of its kind in philanthropy
dedicated to addressing the priorities, rights, and aspirations of Indigenous Women
globally. Since then, IFIP has hosted multiple dialogues and events to bring the
philanthropic community into right relations with Indigenous women by justly and
equitably resourcing the Indigenous Women's movement. Throughout this process and
collaboration, IFIP was asked to support funders by developing research and a roadmap
for donors.

Between June and September 2023, IFIP invited Indigenous Women's networks and
organizations to join consultations. IFIP hosted regional consultations for Asia and the
Pacific, Latin America, and Africa. Approximately 100 Indigenous Women from Asia and
the Pacific, Africa, and Latin America attended the regional consultations. Subsequently,
IFIP conducted a survey in Portuguese with Indigenous women's networks and
organizations in Brazil to gather insights on their needs and priorities within their
movements and feedback for funders to foster collaboration and partnership to
strengthen grassroots Indigenous Women’s movement. The consultations were
instrumental in identifying context and funding gaps experienced by Indigenous Women's
Networks and Organizations in the respective regions.

IFIP presents this position paper, underscoring the imperative task of empowering
Indigenous Women’s Networks and Organizations. The findings and recommendations
from these consultations serve as a guide to philanthropic communities, especially
feminist funders and women's funds, in recognizing the pivotal role of Indigenous Women
in the local to global landscape and a call for inclusion, representation, and just
redistribution for the Indigenous Women’s movement. This position paper urges and
invites feminist funders and philanthropy at large to join IFIP in advocating for these
recommendations, fostering collaboration, and ensuring that the voices and contributions
of Indigenous Women are fully recognized and supported on the global stage.

The journey to address systemic gaps in resourcing Indigenous Women’s organizations
has been a collective effort. IFIP acknowledges the pivotal role played by funding partners
and grassroots Indigenous Women’s organizations (IWOs) in collaborating, dialoguing,
and supporting the movement for social justice. Our commitment to fostering right
relations with Indigenous women continues.

Introduction
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Navigating the Financial Frontier: Assessing the Funding Landscape for
Indigenous Women's Organizations and Networks

Indigenous Peoples, including Indigenous Women (IW), are rights holders and play a vital
role in preserving and transforming culture, biodiversity, and advancing social justice
worldwide. Nevertheless, they face systemic challenges in accessing resources and
support. Specifically, IW’s grassroots organizations and networks lack access to financial
resources and support compared to other women's human rights and feminist groups.
Limited administrative capacity, the political scenario of the state, and legal status of
organizations/groups, along with reliance on traditional philanthropy and other socio-
economic factors, hinder their access to robust and sustainable funding.

Indigenous Women constitute about 238.4 million people—approximately 50% of the
476.6 million Indigenous people (ILO 2019) and approximately 3% population in the
world. Indigenous Peoples, including Indigenous Women, manage 80% of the earth’s
biodiversity in the ancestral land and territories they live in. Their way of life is intricately
connected to the diverse ecosystems that encompass forests, water, and land.
Data from IFIP’s global landscape on funding shows that Indigenous organizations
received only 0.6% of all recorded philanthropic funding between 2016 and 2020, which is
disproportionate and insufficient for the Indigenous Peoples’ movement. 

Globally, from 2016 to 2020 about 28.5 billion (Candid) in philanthropic funding was given
in grants supporting women and girls, however, looking specifically at Indigenous women
we find only 392 million (1.4%) was given to organizations benefiting Indigenous Women.
However, there is an absence of sufficient research and disaggregated data availability
about funds received directly by Indigenous Women's rights organizations. This creates a
vacuum between Indigenous Women's rights groups and the philanthropic community,
hindering collaboration to mitigate the systemic gap and address the challenges faced by
Indigenous Women and girls.

Understanding and addressing the Needs and Priorities:

Priorities and needs for Indigenous Women's organizations vary depending on the
specific context, location, and challenges faced by different Indigenous Communities. It
is, therefore, important to note the intersections and interconnections of priorities of
Indigenous communities which often overlap, requiring holistic and culturally sensitive
approaches. Nevertheless, Indigenous Women's Networks and Organizations are actively
engaged in a wide range of thematic areas, including identity rights and cultural
preservation, land and territory rights, women’s rights, health, education, economic
empowerment, biodiversity, agro-forestry, food security and livelihood, and attention to
gender-based violence, sexual and reproductive health. The traditional knowledge of
Indigenous communities is invisibilized in the mainstream knowledge system, making it
another important advocacy issue for the community. 














